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The literary proverty rights in this transcript nave deen conated sy 


+. ire ; Bei vO the John >. Xennedy Library. Te Tacit: 


research use of the interview it nas been ceciced that versons wishing to 


publish snort quotations from this transcript co not nave to obtain whe 


permission of either_mr, Reinhardt or the gonn *. Aennecy Library. 

While a precise and consistently applicable definition oF “snort quotations” 

is impossible, it snould be understood that the allowable length of a 

puolisned exerpt is similar to that which is commonly permitted uncer the 

legal doctrine of "“2Zair use” of material that is protected by statutory 
é 


covyright. The Kennedy Library will vrovide assistance on this matver 


researchers, and their editors and puslisners. 


mr, ὦ sran © oie - % [aA Ave ἡ « “Ξ « - “χὰ awe ὦν 
nis transcript may not be copied or duplicated in any way without the 


permission of the Director of the Mennedy 


Tne transcript may not be ceposited in another library or usec sy anyon 


ade de 


other tnan the person to whom it was given by the Xennedy Library. 
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ermmission to quote extensive segments of the transcript must be cbtained 


“ὦ κὰν 
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through the Director of the Kennedy Library. 


The suggested citation for information contained in the transcript is: 
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eizficulty in the ἐν o there were ἃ lot of reasons 
fox takings them cut a. st fzcn surely stratsgic ones, ΣΞ vou wiil. 
Nevertheless, they did constitute, I mean for Imty, an involvc- 
mont in avery moGern form of.weaponry. Tre Italians set un a 
whole ssecial brigade of airmen who were trained to handle these 
missiles and installations, at certain expense, no Goust, στὰ 
effort. And to have this thing suddenly removed was, ixsem their 
point ci view, a step backwards. Now, I'm sure that ποῦν of th 
theuchtltul people understood the rensens for this, and, if you 
will, the logic of it. But it had a neceative efiect, at the tine, 
without anv question. And to sav that the assignment of these 


missiles was going to ba taken up by two ΟΞ cares submarines 

that nobody ever saw, which were going i 
below the surface of the Nediterranecn 
recompense, particulariv since the Ita 
particinate in this otner activity. 


O'CONNOR: Wes ΣῈ ever succestcd to vou oy anv Italicn leaders 
that this was a colltical ceal between the tnited 
States and the Soviet Union, that this was 2 quid 
aro quo fox ‘the Cuban missile crisis victory? 


REINEARDT : It was never suggested to me by any of the political 
Leaders, but it was δὴ idea that was very current at 
the time. Not onlv here, but in other countries as well. 

0 ‘COM,MNORs Surely. IZ wondered Li this, whether or net you could 
tell that this undermined the conficence of political 
leacers in John Kennedy, of in American will to resis 

REINEARST s I Con's think it did. I think that the success of 
the Cuben conérontation was so much more imvertant 
thet this Gid not have thet effect. And I'm not at 

all sure that the removal cf the missiles Kad en effect on [taly 

8s a whole. t afioctced tne neonle who were involvec. ΟΣ couzce, 
there was another thing about those missiles. In a sense, tnere 
were ὭΘΟΣ1Θ who uncerstocd that they were, at best, δ dGitficuit 
form cof Gafense. They sat glistening on the Plain of Apulia for 
everyori to see, and it was quite apparent thet theiz destructicn 
ky a sudden hostile air strike micht not have been too difficult 

a thing to achieve. The Gefense of Itaiv, of course, are us to 


the North, along the Alys, and along the Yuyoslav frontier, and 
there wasn't very much down there to defend these missiles. 
O'CONNOR: Ckav, this really leads into the questicn of the 


feeling on the part of the Italian leaders, your 
understanding of their feeling, toward John 

Konnedy. Some of them met John Kennecy. I woncered what their 

impressions were, wnether they were confident in his ability as 


the leader of the West. 


REINHARDT : Certainly, my impr = 
Was greatly admired. I Ξξ no 
contrary. And I think that thi 3 me to sav, 

what, perhaps, is the most important thing I can say on this 

subject. And that is that, Kennedy, for reascns Which probably 
never will be fully analyzed or understcod, had tne capadility 
ct, to use the fashionable term, communicating vcetter than--with 
urone=—-better than most of our leaders seemed to have, or have 
ad. It was extraordinary how his statements head so ποσῷ more 
impact on the Zuropean audience than those of other Americans. 

Tnere must have been something in the way he exoressed himsels, 

something in his manner, too, that made tham feel that he was 

much nearer to them than the average American. 
number of Italians, vceople of official and responsible position, 
i= they had any explanation they could give me of his extra- 
ordinary popularity here in Ttaly and elsewhere abroad. The 
answer is always the same. They aren't able to define it, but 
thev do say, “Well, we understcod what he was trying to say 
better than we have any others." And they all refer to this 
element I've mentioned, of his unusual capability for communi~ 
cating his thoughts, and also thoughts that were sympathetic and 
well received by the audience, 
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O'CONNOR: An interesting comment that you made about his 
popularity in Italy brings me to another subject, 
we Can cover it very briefly, and that might be it. 

REINSARDT: Can I say one word about his popularity? 

O'CONMOR s Sure. 


REINEARDT: There's a story, which, I don't know if it ever got 


